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From the Theophilanthropist. 


LETTERS ON EVIz. 
By Soame Jenyns. 
ON POLITICAL EVILS. 
LETTER V. 
(Continued from page 251. )- 

According to my proposed plan there still 
remains two sorts of evils to be accounted for, 
political and religious ; under which heads, (if 
you are not already tired with so abstruse and 
unentertaiping a correspondence) I shall en- 
deavor to show you, that it is utterly impos- 
sible, even for omnipotence itself, to give a per- 
fect government, or a perfect rejigion to an im- 
perfect creature; and therefore, that the num- 
herless imperfections inherent in all buman 
governments and religions, are not im utable 
to God, nor any defect of power, wisdom, or 
goodness in him ; but only to the inferiority of 
man’s station in the universe, which necessari- 
ly exposes him to natural and moral evils, and 
must, for the same reason, to political and re- 
ligious ; which are indeed but the consequences 
of the other. _ Superior Beings may probably 
form to themselves, or receive from theic Cre- 
ator, government, without tyranny or corrup- 
tion, and religions without delusions or absurd- 
ities ; but men cannot: God indeed may re- 
move him, into so exalted a society; but whilst 
he continues to be man, he must be subject to 
innumerable evils;. amongst which Poli- 
tical and religious are far from being the least. 

But as these two kinds of evil are very dif- 
ferent, they will require different considera- 
tions ; I shall therefore in the present confine 
myself to the political only ; by which I mean 
all those grievous burthens of tyranny and op- 
pression, of violence and Corruption, of war and 
desolation, under which all ages and nations 
have ever groaned on account of government : 
little less destructive perhaps to the happi 
of mankind than even anarchy itself. 


| 





As to Government in general, it is no won- 
der, that it isso productive of Evil, since its 
very nature consists of power trusted in the 
hands of such imperfect and vicious creatures 
as men, and exercised over others as imperfect 
and viscious as themselves. Its origin also a- 
rises from the same impure source of human 
imperfection ; that is, men being neither wise 
nor honest enough, to pursue their common of 
mutual interests without compulsion, are oblig- 
ed to submit to some, in order to secure the r 
lives and properties from the depredations of 
all ; but though this necessity drives them into 
some kind of government, yet it can never de- 
cide who shall govern, because all men being 
by nature equal, every one has an equal right 
to that superiority: this therefore can be de- 
termined only by more imperfections : that is, 
by the struggles of ambition, treachery, vio- 
lence, and corruption; from success in which 
universal scramble are derived all the mighty 
empires of the earth: one man at first by some 
of these methods acquired the command over a 
few, then by their aid extending his power over 
greater numbers, and at last by the assistance 
of those numbers, united by the advantage of 
plundering others, subduing all opposition : and 
thus we see that all human government is the 
ofispring of violence and corruption, and must 
inherit the imperfection of both its parents.— 
[tis plain also tha? national governments ean 


| never be Supported by any other methods than 
| those by which they were at first raised 3; for, 


being all independent of each other, and having 
no superior tribunal to refer to for justice, they 
can have no means to secure their own possese 
sious, or to repel their mutual encroachments, 
but by force, which is called the right of war 5 
that is, the right of doing all the wrong that lies 
in their power: For war, however dignified 
with honors and encomiums by conquerors 
and their flatterers, is in fact nothing else but 
robbery and murder. Nations having no more 
right to plunder each other than parishes, nor 
men to kill one another in their political than 
in their private capacities, 

If we look into the internal constitutions of 
all these governments, we shall find likewise, 
thet they, must be administered by the same 
violence and corruption to which they are in- 
debted for their origin ; that is, by hiring one 
part of the society to force the other into sub- 
jection ; and that none of them ever subsisted 
any longer than whilst the stronger part, not 
always the most numerous, found it for their 
advantage to keep the weaker in obedience : 
for it-should be remembered, as the foundation 
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ofall politics, that men will never submit to 
each other merely for the sake of public utility, 
too remote a benefit to make any impression , 
on the dull senses of the multitude ; but must 
be always beat or bribed into obedience.— 
Higher orders of beings may submit to each 
other on nobler motives, from their sense of 
virtue or of universal benefit: but men €an be | 
governed by nothing but the fear of punish- 
ment or the hopes of reward ; that is, b¥ self- 
interest, the great principle that operates in the 
political world in the same manner that attrac- 
tion does in the natural, preserving order and 
restraining every thing to its proper course by 
the continual endeavors of every individual to 
draw all power and property to himself. 

If we descend to the examination of particu- 
lar forms of government, we shall see them all 
exactly correspond with this general plan; we 
shall find that none of them owe their origin to 
patriarchal power, the divine right of Princes, 
or the uninfluenced choice of the people ; things 
which never existed but in the idle dreams of 
visionary politicians ; but all to the struggles of 
ambition and self-interest, subsiding at last into 
some kind of policy ; either into absolute mon- 
archy or some species of popular government 
more or less remote from it, as the different 
parts of it have had strength or fortune to pre- 
vail ; all which must be carried on by the same 
vicious methods of violence or corruption, and 
cousequently be productive of numberless, if 
not equal, evils. 

In absolute monarchies, for instance, great 
violence must be exercised to keep men, by 
nature equal, in so unnatural a subjection ; this 
must produce plots, rebellions, civil wars and 
massacres ; and these must require more vio- 
lence to repress them : but this violence cannot 
be used without much corruption ; for it is not 
the person of the sovereign, his crown and 
scepter, that can preserve his authority, nor 
can he destroy thousands with his own hand, 
like a hero in a romance; a powerful army 
must be kept in play to enslave the people, and 
a numerous clergy to deceive them; whose 
ambition, avarice, luxury and cruelty must be 
satiated with the blood and treasure of that 
very people as a reward for their services: 
hence ipfiniie evils must arise, the lives, liber- 
ties and properties of all must be dependent 
on the capricious will of one, or, what is worse, 
on the wills of his pimps, flatterers and favor- 
ites: justice must be perverted by favor, and 
that favor can seldom be obtained but by adu- 
lation, severity and treachery : this produces all 
kinds of moral evils, and these beget more po- 
litical. 

in democratical governments, if there is less 
violence there is more corruption; which in 
these indeed is the basis of all power, and pro- 
ductive of the most mischievous effects ; here 
all things are at the disposal of an ignorant and 
giddy multitude, always led to their own des- 


madmen ; or commonly of some extraordinary 
genius, formed for popularity by a lucky com. 
position of all those excellent ingredients, 

Mixed governments, though perhaps pro 
ductive of fewer evils than either of the form 
er, yet must necessarily partake of thoie be 
longing to both, and be supported by more o 
less of violence ,as they more or less approach thr 
despotic; or of corruption, as they come near. 
et to the democratical principles: the furthe 
they shrink from the iron scourges of the one 
the more will they be engaged “in the golder 4 
fetters of the other ; for corruption*must alway 
increase in due proportion to the d@trease « 
arbitrary power, since where there is less pow. 
er to command obedience, there must be more 
bribery to purchase it, or there can be no gov- 
ernment at all. These have besides many 
evils peculiar to themselves, the very excel- 
lence of these sorts of constitutions being pro- 
ductive of inconveniences: for this excellence 
sconsisting principally in this, that their differ- 
ent parts are able to counteract each other's 
mischievous intentions, the reins of government 
are kept tight only by \each pulling a different 
way, and they subsist hy a perpetual contention, 
like a body kept alive by the opposite effects 
of contrary poisons: a very precarious and 
uneasy kind of_existence! ‘This exposes them 
in some measure to all the evils incident to both 
absolute and popular governments, to the op- 
position of the one, and the licentiousness of 
the other, to factions at home, weakness abroad, 
and infinite expense in all parts of their admiu- 
istration. 

All these evils arise from the nature of things 
and the nature of man, and not from the weak- 
ness or wickedness of particular men, or their 
accidental ascendency in particular govern- 
meats : the degrees of them may indeed be ow- 
ing to these, but their existence is immutable. 
So long as the imperfection of human nature 
continues, so long will princes, fur the most 
part, convert that power with which they aré 
trusted for the sake of public utility, to the ig- 
noble ends of their own avarice, luxury or am- 
bition ; so long will the people prefer present 
self-interest to remote benefits arising from ua- 
tional prosperity ; and so long will corrupt 
ministers employ this popular venality to their 
own private advantage. 

Should one enumerate all the evils of this 
kind, which cannot be excluded from govern- 
ment without the total alteration of human na- 
ture, they would be endless ; to instance but a 
few : all political bodies, like the natural, must 
have the seeds of their own dissolution sown 
in their very essence, and like them be destroy- 
ed by every excess; by excess of poverty or 
riches, of slavery or liberty, of ignorance or 
knowledge, ofadversity or prosperity ; a strong 
proof of their imperfection, that they cannot 
bear excess even uf the greatest good, and yet 
they cannot be formed of more durable mute- 





truction by the flimsy eloquence and pretend- 
ed patriotism of knaves, fools, and enthusiastic j 


rials, so long as they are constituted of humao 
creatures. All. power trusted in the hands of 
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so imperfect a creature as map, must be permi 
cious and oppressive, and yet somewhere such 
power must be trusted. All human laws must 
be liable to misconstruction, and uncertainty, 
et without laws property cannot be secured, 
‘All popular elections must be attended with 
corruption, licentiousness, and the perversion 
of justice, yet without them the liberty of no 
country can be preserved, All national pro- 
visions for the poor must not only be encour- 
agements to idleness, but preductive of con- 
\ tests, and oftentimes of cruelty, yet without 
' but unfortunate people must 
rish. All religious tests, and sub- 

are in their own natures subversive 
‘of truth and morals; yet the folly of one part 
of mankind, and the knavery of the other, will 
scarcely permit any government to subsist 
without them. Trade and wealth are the 
strength and support of every wise nation, yet 
these must certainly produce luxury, which no 
Jess certainly must produce their destruction.— 
All war is a complication of all manner of evils 
natural and moral, that is of misery and wicked- 
ness ; yet without it national contentions can 
never be determined. No government can be 
carried on, nor subordination preserved, with- 
out forms and ceremonials, pomp, and parade ; 
yet all such, from the inferiority of human na- 
ture giving itself airs of grandeur and magnifi- 
cence, and the despicable expedients it is ob- 
liged to have recourse to, to support it, must 
always have something mean and ridiculous in 





All govern- 


them to exalted understandings. 
ments are in a great measure upheld by absurd 
notions infused into the minds of the people, ! those who govern: statesmen and ministers, 
of the divine right of some particular person or | who must be hackneyed in the ways of men, 


for some particular spot of ground; an outrage- 
ous zeal for some religion which they cannot 
understand, ora senseless pursuit of glory which 
they can never attain ; these are all false prin- 
ciples, yet without them, or some Jike them, no 
nation can long subsist: they can never be de- 
fended by reason, yet reason can produce no 
others that can supply their places. Every 
flourishing nation endeavors to improve arts, 
and cultivate reason and good sense; yet 
if these are extended too far, or too univer- 
sally diffused, nonational government or 
national religion can long stand their 
gtcund ; for it.is with. old establishments sa 
w ith old houses, their . deformities are com- 
monly their supports, and these can never be 
removed without endangering the whole fab- 
ric. In short, no government can be adminis: 
tered without in some degree deceiving the 
people, oppressing the mean, “indulging the 
great, corrupting the venal, opposing factions 
to each other, and temporising with parties. 

lt is this necessity for evil in all government, 
which gives that weight and popularity, which 


family to reign over them ; a foolish partiality | cannot be made of such 


meanest capacity, whereas the necessity for 
those evils are perceivable only t6 superior un- 
derstandings : every one can feel the burthen 
of taxes, and see the inconveniences of armies, 
places, and pensions, that must increase them, 
but very few are able to comprehend that no 
government can be supported without them in 
a certain degree. The most ignorant can per- 
ceive the mischiefs that must arise from cor- 
rupt ministers and venal parliaments ; but it re- 
quires some sagacity to discern, that assemblies 
of men unconnected by self-interest will no 
more draw together in the business of the pub- 
lic than harses without harness or bridles ; but, 
like them, instead of being quietly guided in 
the right road of general utility, will immedi- 
ately run into riot, stop the wheels of govern- 
ment, and tear all the political machine to 
pieces, 

The wise man knows that those evils cannot 
be eradicated, and tbat their excess only can be 
prevented ; that thus far every honest man will 
endeavor to his utmost, but to proceed farther 
only fools will hope for, or knaves pretend.— 
He knows that though a single man may pos 
sibly prefer public utility to private advantage, 
it is utterly-impossible, that the majority of nu- 
merous bodies should be actuated by the same 
generous and patriotic principles; these can 
spring only from virtue and wisdom, benevo- 
lent hearts, and comprehensive understand- 
ings; which, being the portion but ofa few 
more exalted indiyiduals,can never be found 
in the multitude to be governed : nor can they 
be bestowed in any extraordinary degree on 


purg and refined mate- 
rials ; peculiar must be the conposition of that 
little ereature called a Great Man. He must 
be formed of all kinds of contradictions: he 
must be indefatigable in business, to fit him for 
the labors of his station, and at the same time 
fond of pleasures, to enable him to attach many 
to his interests by a participation of their vices : 
He must be master of much artifice and knave- 
ry, his situation requiring him to employ, and 
be employed by so many knaves; yet he must 
have some honesty, or those very knaves will 
be unwilling to trust him: He must be pos- 
sessed of great magnanimity perpetually to 
confront surroundivg enemies and impending 
dangers ; yet of great meanness, to flatter those 
enemies, and suffer tamely continual injuries, 
and abuses: He must be wise enough to con- 
duct the great affairs of mankind with sagacity 
and success, and to acquire riches and honors 
for his reward ; and at the same time foolish 

enough to thibk it worth a wise man’s while to 

meddle with such affairs at all, and to accept of 
such imaginary rewards for real sufferings.— 

Since then in all human governments such 





usually attends all those whv oppose, and ca» 
lumniate any government whatever ; appearing 
always to have reason on their side, because , 
the evils of all power are conspicuous to the! 


must the governors, and such the governed 
eternally be, it is certain they must be ever big 
with numberless imperfections, & productive of 
abundant evils ; and it isnodess plain, that in- 
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finite goodnéss could not exclude natural and 
moral evils, infinite powercan never prevent 
political. 

I hope, Sir, the picture I have here drawn of 
human nature, and human government, will not 
appear too much of the caricature kind: your 
experience in both must inform you that it is 
like, though your good nature may incline you 
to be sorry that it is so. I trust likewise to 
your good sense to distinguish, that what has 
here been said of their imperfections, and abus- 
es, isby ro means intended as a defence of 
them, but meant only to show their necessity : 
to this every wise man ought quietly to submit, 
endeavoring at the same time to redness them 
to the utmost of his power ; which can be ef- 
fected by one method only ; that is, by a ref 
ormation of manners: for as all politieal evils 
derive their own original from moral, these 
can never be removed, until those are first 
amended, 

Arabici, erroneous Christians, in the third 
century, who thought that the soul and body 
died together, and rose again. 
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PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH Is GOOD 








We have, for soma time, considered the course 
pursued by many professors of christianily, particu 
larly those “« Reverend Doctors” who stand ai te helin 





of orthodoxy, as being utterly repugnant to the pure 

principles of religion, and entirely uowarranted by | 
the sacred scriptures. Altho’ the attempt is fre- | 
quently made, to press into the service some parts of 
he bible, by which to justify the exorbitant demands 
of the clergy for large salaries and uncommon res- 
pect, yet every attempt of the kind has resulted in 
showing more clearly the entire want of scripture au- 
thrity for such unwarrantable practices. Christi- 
anity has suffered much “ in the house of its friends,» 
not only an account’ of unwarravtable practices of 
this description,” but also, in eonsequence of the at- 
tempts made to wrest the scriptures to suit the pur- 
poses of those high minded gentlemen who love 
greetings in the market places and the chief seats in 
the synagogues. That those whopreach the gospe] 
should live of the gospel—or in other words, that 
ministers of the Word should be furnished with the 
necessaries and conveniences of life, is a fact which 
none will deny ; but this does not justify the demands 
of some who would be thought the devoted followers 
of Jesus, but who show by their extravagance, and 
want of self-denial, that their hearts are far from God, 
and their affections set on things below. There are 
many clergymen in the United States, who demand, 
and receive, from three to four thousand dollars per 
annam for their services; a great proportion of 
which, necessarily comes from the pockets of those 
who labour hard to obtain a livelihood from morning 
till night and from one week to another. Now, altho’ 
there are many who cheerfully submit to this state of 





things and others who really delight to pamper their 
priests, yet ‘ these things ought not to be so.” ~~ An. 
other practice equally derogatory to the precepts 
of Jesus, and though it is not perhaps so particularly 
detrimental, neveriheless leads to a train of conse- 
quences quite pernicious, and should therefore be 
discountenanced by all friends to pure religion, We 
allude to the practice of affixing titles to the names of . 
ministers. The terms Rev. Right Rev. D. D. &.4, 
&c. &c. are words, which, in themselves, arg harm.” 
less; but words are signs of ideas, and these, asthey “!., 
are now used, perpetuate thal slavish de¥ ote ness to 4 
the interests of priests which destroys religiot 

ty and leads the mind from the Creator toa 
adoration ofthe creature. It is contended by many, 
who are undoubtedly warm friends of christianity, 
that the use of these titles is a matter of too little con. 
sequence to deserve or receive the attention of a 
christian community ; but, in our opinion, any thing 
that is contrary to the precepts uf Christ or the prac- 
tices of his primitive followers, is worthy of attention, 
and should be discountenanced. The title of “ rev- 
erend” is quite as pernicious as the high-sounding 
one * Right Rev. Father in God,” and if the latter is 
repugnant to our views of christianity, the former, 
being of the same stamp, should be considered no 
less insulting to the Deity and degrading to man.— 
Either, and all of those practices, are condemned by 
the words of Him who “ spake as never man spake,” 
and should therefore be brought into disrepute as 
soon as practicable. 

Being fully persuaded that the Scriptures_contain 
nothing to justify those proceedings, we give publi- 
city tothe following modern scrip, which is extracted 
from a southern paper, and which we recommend to 
the attentive perusal of all those who love large sala- 
ries and * to be cailed of men Rabbi, Rabbi!” And 
we would suggest the idea, that it would save those 
self-denying ministers, whose cry is continually mo- 
ney, money ! much labor and expense, to bave a 
pocket edition published immediately, with a just and 
true account of the salaries of the clergy thrcughout 
Europe and America, and an appendix, containing 
the sum necessary to satisfy their wants. It might 
also be an improvement to add a consise description 
of the proposed “ National Costumé,” ard the out. 
lines of the “« National Creed” recently. recommend- 
ed in the Circular issued alAlbany. If any thing 
more should be wanted to render the work popular, 
they might add Sprague’s sermon on the death of 
Leonard, Bradstreet’s Address at Jaying the corner 
stone of the Western Reserve College, and Dr. Grif- 
fin’s plan for raising '700,000 ministers. 

To be serious ;—the following “ Epistle to the Ru- 
lers of the Visibie Church”.we hope will furnish ma- 
ny new ideas to the friends of ‘“ gocd livings,” and 
should a perusal of it do any thing towards convinc- 
ing our readers that pure and undeiiled religion con- 
sists in visiting the fatherless and widows iu their af- 
flictions, and not in high-sounding pretensions, we 
shall be amply repaid forgiving it an insertion in the 
Advocate. Ep. Gos. Apv, 
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From the New Harmony Gazette. 
THE THIRD GENERAL EPISTLE OF: 
PETER 
To the Rulers of the Visible Church. 


PREFACE. 
How the following Epistle came to be over- | 
looked by the early saints of Christendom and | 
‘by all the Fathers, or whether it was purpose- | 
* ly surpressed by the counsel of Nice, and why | 
__™it was‘af last destined to be found with other 
n& old man ts among the ruins of an ancient 
£ Ccisy, "by serable wandering Monk, are all 
' eiapersce which my limited knowledge of 
‘ e subjects does not enable me to explain. 
I am answerable only for the accuracy of the 
translation from a French copy presented by 
the Monk himself. Neither can I prove the | 
authenticity of the original; unless it be by | 
the strict correspondence of the actual state of 
the church with the injunctions contained in the . 
Epistle; a.correspondence which seems to hold , 
with as much propriety asthat which is found in 
the fulfilment of any prophecy with the predic- | 
tion itself. } 
The French copy contained some notes, 
which, for the sake of exactness, I have trans- | 


Jated also. 
‘ TRANSLATOR. | 

CHAPTER I. 

The Style and Manner of Living. 


1. Now ye who are called and chosen to go | 
torth to all nations and among all people in 
time present and time to come, to preach the 
word, see ye take unto yourselves marks, nay 
many outward marks, whereby ye shall be 
known of men. 

2. Be ye not called as men are called; but 
be ye called Pore, Arncusisnop, ARCHDEACON, 
or Divine, or Reverenp, and Ricut Rever- 
END, or some like holy name: somay you shew | 
forth your-honor and your calling. (1) 

3. And let your dwelling places be houses | 
of splendor and édifices of cost: and let your 
doors be decked with plates of brass; and let | 
your names, even your reverend titles be gra-| 
ven thereon ; so shall it be ‘as a sign. 

4. Let your garments in which you minister , 
be garments, not as parménts of men, nei- | 
ther let them.be “ seamlesS garments woven | 
throughout ;” but let them be robes of richest 
silk and robes of fine linen, of curious device, 
and of costty workmanship ; and have ye robes | 


(1) Divine—Reverend—Right Reverend—Most | 


Reverend—Reverend Lord, &. are among the titles | F 


now given to the Clergy of Christendom. The first 
or head of the Episcopal church is ‘His Grace the 
most Reverend Father in God, Dr. S. Lord Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury.” But in Chgist’s time the com- 
cand was “ Be ye not called Rabbi: for one is your 
master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. ‘And 
call n0 man your father upon earth; for one is your 
Father which is in Heaven. Neither be called mas- 
pn for one is your master, even Christ.”——-Ma7- 
‘MEW XXiii. 





one tongue ; and servin 
knowledge of his law : 


of black, and robes of white, that ye may 
change the one for the other, so shall ye shew 
forth your wisdom and humility. 

5. Let your fare be sumptuous, not plain and 
frugal, as the fare of husbandman who tilleth 
the ground; but live ye on the fat of the land, 
taking “ heed for the morrow, and where- 
withal ye shall be fed.” 

6. And drink ye of the wines of the vintage 
brought from afar, and wines of great price ; 
then shall the light of your spirits be the light 
of your countenances, and your faces shall be 
bright, even as the morning sun shall your faces 
glow in brightness: thus shall ye shew fortht. 
your moderation& your temperance in all things. 


7. Let the houses in which you preach be 
called churches ; and let them be built in man- 
ner of great ornament without, and adorned 
with much cost within; with rich pillars and 
paints ; and with fine altars and pedestals, and 
urns of precious stones; and cloths and velvet 
of scarlet, and vessels of silver. 

8. And let there be rooms for the changing 
of robes ; and places for the precious metals 


, and the mitres, 


9. And let the house be divided into seats 
fur the congregation, and let every man know 
his own seat : and let the first seats in front of 
the altar be for the rich that pay by thousands ; 
and the next for the poorer that pay by hund- 
reds ; and the last for those that pay by tens.-— 
And let the poor man sit behind the door. (2) 

10. And let the seats be garnished with cush- 
ions and crimson cloth, and with fine velvet: 
for if the houses of players and vain people 
who deal in idle sayings and shows of mockery, 
be rich and gorgeous, how much more so should 
be the houses that are dedicated to him “ that 
is meek and lowly of spirit.” 


CHAPTER II. 
The choosing of Ministers. 

1. When ye go out to choose holy ones to 
be of your brethren, and to minister at the al- 
tar, choose ye from among the youth; even 
those whose judgments are not yet ripe, and 
whose hearts know not yet whether they incline 
to God or Mammon. : 

_ 2. But ye are wise, and ye shall know the 
inclining of thew future spirits, and ye shall 
make them incline to the good things which the 
Church hath in store for them that are called ; 
even those that shall be called of you. 

3. Then shall ye have them taught exceed, 
ig many things ; they shall not be as ignorant 
ishermen, or husbandmen, or men speaking 
g God only by the 


in 


4. Nay, ye shall make them wise inthe things 
your wisdom, yea,exceedingly cunning in ma- 


ny Mysteries, even mysteries which you teach. 


(2) “* And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be 


abased ; and he that shal! humble himself shall bé 
exalted.”— bid. , 
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5. Then shall they be fitted for the “laying 
on of hands,” and when the Bishop hath done 
his office then shail they be Reverend Divines. 

6. But ifany man believe he is called of 
God to speak to his brethren “ without money 
and without price ;” though his soul be bowed 
to the will of the Father, and though he work 
all righteousness, and “ speak as with the tongue 
of an angel ;” if he be not made Divine by your 
rules and by the hands of a Bishop, then is he 
not a Divine, nor shall be preach, 

‘7. He that is chosen of you shall give you 
honor, and shalb be honored of men, and honor- 
*d of zcomen ; and verily he expects his reward. 


CHAPTER III. 
The performance of Preaching. 

i. When ye go to the church to preach, go 
not by the retired way where go those that 
would shun the crowd, but go in the highway 
where go the multitude ; and see that ye have 
on the robes of Black, and take heed that your 
pace be measured well, and that you march be 
stately. 

‘2. Then shall your “ hearts be lifted up,” 
even as the hearts of mighty men shall they be 
lifted up. And ye shall be gazed upon by the’ 
multitude, and they shall honor you; and the 
mer shall praise you, and the women shall glo- 
rify you ; even by the women shall ye be glori- 
fied. 

3. And when you go in, go not as go the 
unordained, prepared only with a soul to God 
and with a heart to men, and a spirit filled with 
the Holy Ghost; but go ye with your pockets 
full of papers and full of divine words ; evenin 
your pockets shall your divinity be. 

4. And let your sermon be full of the “entic- 
ing words of man’s wisdom,” and let it be 
beautified with just divisions, with tropes, 
and with metaphors, and with hyperbole and 
apostrophe, and with interrogation, and with 
exclamation, and with syllogisms, and with 
sophisms, and throughout let declamation be. 

5. And take good heed to your attitudes and 
your gestures; knowing when to bend, and 
when to be erect ; when to lift your*right hand, 
and when your left; and let all your motions be 
graceful ; even in your attitudes and in your 
gestures, let your grace be. Thus shall ye be 
pleasing in the eyes of the people and graceful 
in their sight. 

6. Let your voice, at times, be smooth as 
the stream of the valley ; and soft as the breeze 
that waves not the bough on its bank; at times 
let it swell like the wave of the ocean, or like 
the whirlwind on the mountain top. 

7. Then shall ye charm the ears of your 
hearers and their hearts shall be softened, 
and their minds shall be astonished ; and their 
souls shall incline unto you ; and men shall in- 
cline unto you, and likewise the women; yea, 
unto your sayings and unto your persons shall 
they be inclined. 

8. And be ye mindful not to offend the peo- 


man apply your sayings to his own case so shall 
henot be offended. 
| . Ifa brother shall raise up the banner of 
| war against a brother, and christians against 
christians, rebuke them not: but be some of 
| you on the oneside and some on the other ; and 
tell the one host that God is on their side, and 
the other host that he is on their side : so make: 
them bold to kill, And even among swords, 
and lances let your black robes be seen. 

10. Preach ye not “peace omyearth and 
good will to men,” but preach ye glory to 
victor, and victory to the brave. (1) ~ lj 

11. If any man go into a foreign land and — 
seize upon his fellow man, and put irons on his 
feet, and irons on his hands, and bring him . 
cross the great deep into bondage ; nay if he 
tear asunder the dearest ties of nature, the ten- 
derest ligatures of the human heart; if he tear 
the wife from the husband, and force the strug. 
ling infant from its mother’s bleeding breast re. 
buke him not! 

12. And though he sell them into foreign 
slavery, to toil beveath the lash all their days; 
(2) tell him not that his deingsare of antichrist; 
for lo, he is rich and giveth unto the church, 
and is esteemed pious, so shall ye not offend 
him, lest peradventure he withdraw himself 
from your flock. 

13. Still, preach ye salvation unto men— 
that is salvation unto them that read the law 
and believe ; but unto the nations that do the 


(1) The Rev. J. Haime writes thus; “1 was 
preaching one day when the Duke (Marlborougt 
Commander) unknown to me, catne to hear me. | 
that day desired the soldiers never to come there, or 
to any place of public worship, so as to neglect any 
duty. Texhorted them to be ready at all calls, and 
to obey those who had rule over them: and if called 
out to battle, to stand fast, yea, if needful fight up to 
the knees in blood. * * * And this is no ways con- 
trary to the tenderest conscience, as many of you 
found at the battle of Fontenoy, when both you and 
I did our duty, and yet were all the time filled with 
love, and peace, and joy 19 the Holy Ghost ” 

Another Rev. Divire at the battle of Waterloo 
writes: “‘I addressed my company in a few words— 
Be steady and attentive to otders: put your whole 
trust in God’s help, for he is with us; be strong and 
determined ; use all your skill in levelling ; make 
sure your work, and in your charge use all your 
strength. I felt my mind stayed upon God, that nei- 
ther the thunder of the enemy’s cannon and musquel- 
ry, nor the boast of bis guards, nor the tbreats ol 
cavalry in mail, alarmed me, &c. God I knew was 
my Father, and shield, and refuge: my peace was 
made with God, having a bright evidence in my sovl, 
&c. I knew that while I lived [ would play my part 
for the victory. I was praying to and praising the 
king of glory in the field of blood ; I was truly in the 
spirit of a christian and of asoldier on the Lori's 
day.” : 

(2) The practice alluded to.in the text ica thing 
of such horrible notoriety as to need no camment.— 
It is enough to remark that those who are deep '0 
this sin come unreproved to the communpon table of 





| the Christian church. 
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law, not having seen it, preach ye damnation. 
1 
é te Yet shew these things to the people at a 
distance, least by bringing them too near ye 
raise alarm: howbeit, still shew them that 
they believe although theirunderstandings com- 
prehend them not. 
15. Téach them to believe that you have the 
gare of their souls, and that the saving myste- 
ofits are for your explaining ; aud when you ex- 
lain your mysteries encompass them round a- 


6. And over and above the price for which 
ye have sold your service. take ye also gifts, 
be ye also mindful to refuse none saying —* Lo, 
J have enough ;”—but receive gift sfrom them 
that go in chariots, and from them that feed 
flocks, and from them that earn their morsel by 
the sweat of the brow. 

7. Yea, take you gifts ofall, and take them 
in gold and in silver, and in bread; in wine 
and in oil, in raiment and in fine linen. 

8. And the more thatthe people give you 


Shout with words, as with a bright veil, so bright 
that through it no man can see. 

» * 16, Ando, ye shall bindthe judgments of 
4 men, fand more especially women,) as with a 


the more will they honor you, for they shall 
believe that “ in giving to you they are giving © 
to the lord;” for behold their sight shall be 
taken from them, and they shall be blind as 


band of iron: and ye shall make them blind 
in the midst of light; even as the owlis blind 
in the noon-day sun. And behold, ye shall 
lead them captive to your Reverend wills, 


——— 


CHAPTER IV. 
The Clergy’s Reward 

i “ In all your gettings, get” money: now, 
therefore, when ye go forth on your ministerial 
journey, go where there are silver and gold, 
and where each man will pay according to his 
measure. For verily I say, ye must get your 
reward. 

2. Go ye not forth to those that have been 
sent, “ without two coats,without gold or silver 
or brass in their purses ; without scrip for their 
journey, or shoes, or staves,” but go ye forth in 
the good things of this world. 

3. And when ye hear ofa church that is ya- 
cantand hath no one to preach therein, then 
be that a CALL unto you, and be ye mindful of 
the call, and take ye charge of the flock there- 
of, and of the fleece thereof, even of the gol- 
den fleece. 

4. And when ye shall have fleeced your 
flock, and shall know of another cALL, and if 
the flock be greater, or (rather) if the fleece be 
greater, than greater be also unto you the cALL. 
Then shall ye leave your old flock and of the 
new flock shall ye take charge. 

5. Those who have frecly received let them 
freely give,and let no man have our words 
“without money nor without price,” and bar- 
gain ve for hundreds, & bargain ye for thousands 
even for thousands of silver shall ye bargain. 


(1) It is the well known doctrine of Christians en- 
gaged in Indian missionary schemes, that the souls 
unredeemed by an outward knowledge of the bible 
are lost ! see their writingss, )+~ 

(2) It is common with hired preachers to leave their 
congregations when offered ahigher salary at some 
other church. ‘Phese removals from this cause are 
known to be frequent, and on the vacancy of a de- 
sirable * caLL,” the competition is generally great, 
and eods in the destruction of the amity which had 
subsisted in the congregation, and the rancorous en- 
mity of the contending clergy. 

(3) It appears from a work published in London 


that the salary of the Archbishop of Canterbur 
annually is 


9 otfvers average ann, each $37,797,77 


124,440 


bats and “shall know not what they do.” 

9. And ye shall wax richer and richer, and 
grow greater and greater, and ye shall be lifted 
up in your own sight, and exalted in the eyes 
of the multitude, and “lucré” shall be no long- 
er “ filthy” iu yoursight. And verily ye have 
your reward. 


12,500 200,000 


10,500 


16 others average ann. each 
52 Divines, each 520,000 
1059 otiiers receive 4,540,000 

The people in the Eastern states of America, in 
the spirit of missions write ; * Ic is reccllected that 
the receipts of all our principal benevolent societies, 
last year, come short of $500,000,” and they say 
‘our funds were not large enough, our missionaries 
suffered and the work was retarded for want of 
funds."—And they propose a plan by which the U. 
States can raise ** instead of a few undred thousand, 
the round sum of $200,000,000"—(two hundred mil- 
lion!) and they ask, ** Is (Lis suin great ?”!! 

It seems that money, (given to the clergy) is in 
our time considered as potent in mating christians, 
as a missionary divine once thought the sword— 
when he wrote Lome saying, that if he had “ 200 
armed men he could convert the whole infidel coun 


try to CHRISTIANITY.” 


MAHOMETANISM. 
( Continued from page, 256.) 


The next year, being the thirteenth of Ma- 
homet’s mission, Masab returned to Mecca, ac- 
companied by seventy-three men and two wo- 
men of Medina, who had professed Islamism, 
besides some others who were as yet unbelicy- 

ers. On their arrival they immediately sent to 
| Mahomet, and offered him their assistance, of 


| which he was now in great need; for his ad- 
| versaries were by this time grown so powerful 
in Mecca, that he could not stay there much 
longer without imminent danger. Wherefore 
_he accepted their proposals, and met them one 
| night, by appointment, at Al Akaba above men 
| tioned, attended by his uncle Al Abbas; who, 
though he was not then a believer, wished his 
| nephew well and made a speech to those of 
| Medina, wherein he told them, that as Mahom- 
et was obliged to quit his native city, and seek 
an asylum elsewhere, and they had offered him 
their protection, they would do well not to de- 





| 


| ceive him; that ifthey were not firmly resolv- 
340,180 | ed to defend, and not betray him, they had bet» ° 
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ter declare their minds, and let him provide for 
his safety in some other manner. Upon their 
protesting their sincerity, Mahomet swore to 
be faithful to them, on condition that they 
should protect him against all insults as hearti- 
ly as they would their own wives and families. 
They then asked him,what recompence they 
were to expect, if they should happen to be kil- 
led in his quarrel? he answered, Paradise.— 
Whereupon they pledged their faith to him, and 
soreturned home ; after Mahomet had chosen 12 
out of their number, who were to have the 
same authority among them as the twelve ap- 
ostles of Christ had among his disciples. 

Hitherto Mahomet-had propagated his _reli- 
gion by fair means; so that the whole success 
of his enterprize, before his flight to Medina, 
must be attributed to the persuasion only, and 
not to compulsion. For before this second 
oath of fealty or ‘nauguration at Al Akaba, he 
had no permission to use any force at all ; and 
in several places of the Koran, which he _pre- 
tended were revealed during his stay at Mec- 
ca, he declares his business was only to preach 
and admonish; that he had no authority to 
compel any person to embrace his religion ; 
and that whether people believe or not, was 
none of his concern, but belonged solely unto 
God. And he was far from allowing his fol- 
lowers to use force, that he exhorted them to 
bear patiently those injuries which were ofler- 
ed them on account of their faith; and when 
persecuted himself, choose rather to quit the 
place of his birth, and retire to Medina, than 
to make any resistance. But this great pas- 
siveness and moderation seems entirely owing 
to his want of power, and the great superiority 
of his opposers, for the first twelve years of his 
mission ; for no sooner was he enabled by the 
assistance uf those of Medina, to make head a- 
gainst his enemies, than he gave out that God 
had allowed him and his followers to defend 
themselves against the infidels ; and at length, 
as his forces increased, he pretended to have 
the Divine leave even to attack, them and de- 
stroy idolatry, and se up the true faith by the 
sword ; finding by experience, that his designs 
would otherwise proceed very slowly, if they 
were not utterly overthrown: and knowing on 
the other hand, that innovaters, when they de- 
pend solely ou their own strength, and can 
compel, seldom run any risk: from whence, 
says Machiavel, it follows, that the armed prop- 
hets, have succeeded, & the unarmed ones have 
failed. Moses, Syrus, Theseus, and Romulus, 
would not have been abie to establish the ob- 
servance of their insitutions for any length of 
time, had they not been armed, The first pas- 
sage of the Koran which gave Mahomet the 
permsision of defending himself by arms, is 
said to have been that in the twenty-second 
chapter ; after which, a great number to the 
same purpose were revealed. 

Mahomet, having provided for the security of 
his companions, as well as his own, by the 
league offensive and defensive which he had 








now concluded with those of Medina, directed 
them to repair thither, which they accordingly 
did; but himself with Abu Bech and Ali, staid 
behind, having not yet received the divine per. 
mission, as he pretended to leave Mecca,— 
The Koreish, fearing the consequences of this 
new alliance, began to think it absolutely ne. 
cessary to prevent Mahomet’s escape to Medi. 
na; and having held a council thereon, after 
several milder expedients had been rejected, : 
they came toa resolution that he should be’ 
killed ; and agreed that a man should be cho-:» 
sen out of every tribe for the execution of this: >, 
design ; and that each man should havea blow 
at him with his sword, that the guilt of. his 
blood might fall equally on all the tribes, to 
whose united power the Hashemites were much 
inferior, and therefore durst not attempt to re- 
venge their kinsman’s death. 

This conspiracy was scarce formed, when, 
by some means or other, it came to Mahomet’s 
knowledge ; and he gave out that it was re- 
vealed to him by the angel Gabriel, who had 
now ordered him to retire to Medina. Where- 
upon, to amuse his enemies, he directed Alito 
lie down in his place, and wrep himsel, up in 
his green cloak, which he did; and Mahoinet 
escaped miraculously, as they pretend, to Abu 
Becr’s house unperceived by the conspirators, 
who had already assembled at the prophet’s 
door. They, in the mean time, looked thro’ 
the crevice, and seeing Ali, whom they took to 
be Mahomet himself, asleep continued watch- 
ing there till morning, when Ali arose, and they 
found themselves deceived. 

Erom Abu Becr’s house Mahomet and he 
went to a cave in mount Thur, to the southeast 
of Mecca, accompanied only by Amor Ebn 
Foheirah Abu Becr’s servant, and Abd’allah 
Ebn Oreitah, an idolator whom they hired for 
aguide. In this cave they lay hid three days, 
to avoid the search of their enemies ; which 
they very narrowly escaped, and not whithout 
the assistance of more miracles than» one ; for 
some say that the Koreish were struck with 
blindness, so that they could not find the cave; 
others, that, after Mahomet and his companions 
were got in, two pigeons laid their eggs at the 
entrance, and a spider covered the mouth of 
the cave with her web, which made them look 
no farther. Abu Becr seeing the prophet in 
such imminentdanger, became very sorrowful; 
Mahomet comforted him with these words re- 
corded in the Koran; Be not grieved, for 
God is with us, Their enemies being retired, 
they left the cave, and set out for Medina by a 
bye-road ; and having fortunately, or, as the 
Mahometans tell us, miraculously, escaped 
some who were seut to pursue them, arriv 
safely at that city ; whither Ali followed them 
in three days, after he had settled some affairs 
al Mecca. 

' (To be continued. ) 


How long will it be ere ye make an end of 


words? and afterwards we will speak . 





